
“The Internet revolution does not negate  
the territorial character of revolutions  
throughout history.  Instead, it extends it  
from the space of places to the space of flows.” 
 
Manuel Castells (2012),  
Networks of Outrage and Hope, p. 61. 
 

We are in uncharted territory, in a majority-
urban world reshaped by networks of 

communication that accelerate the pace of 
social, economic, and political 

transformation.  We are in a space that 
transcends the boundaries of physical place, 

and reshapes the spaces and potential of 
activism.  The channels of emotion once 
segmented between different facets of 

civilization have been obliterated, forcing the 
urban view to be seen on a global scale, where 

all citizens can mobilize under the banner of 
social movements.  Yet despite the power and 

potential of digital technology, physical 
space is still paramount when pushing for 

change.  It can be argued that social media and 
the Internet, while important, are only 

facilitators for organizing social movements; 
they must be coupled with the physical 

presence of protesters joining together.  
Bodies and flesh pressed up against each 

other in public space can accomplish real, 
lasting change.  Human beings are, after all, 

made of matter and materials; and the material 
world is what matters in the end.  Physical 

existence provides the foundation for mutual 
understanding upon which ideas flow among 
people through different physical and non-

physical spaces.  These physical and non-
physical spaces are geopolitical, and provide a 
foundation to overthrow repressive machines; 

the offline and online networks of outrage 
and hope counter oppressive structures of 

power.  The development of technology, 
particularly the Internet, appears to play one 
of the most important roles in “bridging” these 

offline and online networks that transcend 
distance and time.  In summation, the future 

implications of networks of communication are 
empowering for social change and progress. 

 
Written in the collective, pass-around-the-table [clockwise] mode, Urban Studies 400, University of British Columbia, March 4, 2013. 



“The Internet revolution does not negate  
the territorial character of revolutions  

throughout history.  Instead, it extends it  
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We are in uncharted territory, in a majority-
urban world reshaped by networks of 
communication that accelerate the pace of 
social, economic, and political transformation.  
This is based on a fair and dependable 
cyberspace, compared with the fickle nature of 
public organizations, institutions, and even 
individual persons.  If the Internet is a forum for 
free expression and a method for public 
organization, what does this mean for people 
without access, or for the role of the 
government in regulating the Internet?  Or the 
race for access to an ever-faster net?  Isn’t the 
internet constrained by the physical properties 
of its underlying technology?  do the people who 
have access to the Internet have the power?  Are 
there constraints within the Internet that don’t 
exist elsewhere?  The hopes for freedom within 
people, and the ferocity of the human spirit, will 
always be more powerful than intimidation based 
on fear.  Will a day come when freedom is a 
commodity for which you have to pay a monthly 
subscription fee?  has this day already arrived?  
Will spaces of flows or spaces of places ever 
run out?  To what extent can the goals of a 
revolutionary, web-based network shape their 
own governance?  Will there always be a degree 
of compromise when the people’s network is 
switched on with the political?  Can we make a 
clear distinction between the networks of the 
people, the political, and the corporate worlds 
of advertising?  No, we can’t!  What kinds of 
networks exist in Vancouver?  The interesting 
thing to consider is where these networks 
intersect, and with what impacts; cities like 
vancouver have countless networks with varying 
degrees of visibility.  Do we need a political 
network to establish freedom?  How can we place 
individuals within these networks to shut down 
their own switch if they no longer fight for 
freedom?  Has the Internet become a tool that 
will undo the network it was created to sustain? 
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