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For a half a century the word "positivism" has been invested with meanings of
methodological and political conservatism. Yet the shared reference point for the
collective memories of urban geography and other social sciences -- the Fordist
methodological positivism of the mid-twentieth century -- obscures an earlier
radical history. The long-forgotten project launched by Auguste Comte in rSzz was
hijacked and corrupted in the twentieth century and today the informational
innovations of digital capitalism are reanimating the corpse of Cold War
positivism. Yet this reanimation is a dehumanized, automated adaptation to the
poststructuralist situated epistemologies of consumer sovereignty, creating a

strange hybrid zombie of the dashed hopes of Enlightenment modernity and the
postpositivist relativism that goes back to a pre-Comtean metaphysics and
(market) theology. Reclaiming the radical Comte is the first step in the fight
against an aggressive, right-wing (post)positivist zombie-reanimated by the
neoliberal project.
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