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Cwommunity Leader Honoured
Dhillon Received Honorary Doctorate |

by RAVINDER BANWAIT

Almost 200 people attended a spe-
cial dinner at the Royal Crown Banquet
Hall to honour Mohinder Singh Dhillon
for receiving an honorary degree from
University of Winnipeg.

The university awarded Dhillon an
Honorary Doctor of Laws degree on June
1 for his lifetime of community service.

Among those at the Aug. 22 dinner
were Dr. Jon Gerrard, leader of the Liberal
Party, and MLAs Kevin Lamoureux, Bidhu
Jha and Mohinder Saran and MP Judy
Wasylycia-Leis.

Dhillon’s son Ranbir welcomed the
guests by delivering a touching speech
in honour of his father. He said that his fa-

ther has given a tremendous amount of
time and effort not only to his commu-
nity but also to the greater Winnipeg
community, helping to ensure that lives
are enriched.

Ranbir quoted U of W President
Lloyd Axworthy, who had said, "Mohin-
der is an excellent role model for our
community. He illustrates the ideals of
leadership, engaged citizenship and
service that we wish to instill in our
students and which express the values
of our university."

Ranbir said he attended the convo-
cation ceremony where his father and
James Richardson received their hon-

orary degrees. "Both of them had the
opportunity to give a speech to the grad-
uates and it was thrilling for me to see
Dad up on the stage, wearing his red gown
and receiving his degree and ultimately
being asked to address the graduates.”

“Dad made a special request that is to
have a Sikh prayer be performed before
the graduating class of 2008. The Univer-
sity of Winnipeg agreed to the request
and Gianni ji came to the podium in front
of a few thousand people and recited the
prayer. That was quite a special moment
to hear a prayer being delivered on that
special day to the graduates.” :

He said he was very impressed with
his father's address, especially when he
said, “My advice to you is to stay true to
your values. If it costs in the short term,
it'll pay rich dividends in the long run.
You'll earn respect. Respect is priceless:
you can't inherit it, buy it, or borrow it.
You must earn it yourself ... Give gener-
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ther has given a tremendous amount of
time and effort not only to his commu-
nity but also to the greater Winnipeg
community, helping to ensure that lives
are enriched.

Ranbir quoted U of W President
Lloyd Axworthy, who had said, "Mohin-
der is an excellent role model for our
community. He illustrates the ideals of
leadership, engaged citizenship and
service that we wish to instill in our
students and which express the values
of our university."

Ranbir said he attended the convo-
cation ceremony where his father and
James Richardson received their hon-

orary degrees. "Both of them had the
opportunity to give a speech to the grad-
uates and it was thrilling for me to see
Dad up on the stage, wearing his red gown
and receiving his degree and ultimately
being asked to address the graduates.”

“Dad made a special request that is to
have a Sikh prayer be performed before
the graduating class of 2008.The Univer-
sity of Winnipeg agreed to the request
and Gianni ji came to the podium in front
of a few thousand people and recited the
prayer. That was quite a special moment
to hear a prayer being delivered on that
special day to the graduates.”

He said he was very impressed with
his father's address, especially when he
said, “My advice to you is to stay true to
your values. If it costs in the short term,
it'll pay rich dividends in the long run.
You'll earn respect. Respect is priceless:
you can't inherit it, buy it, or borrow it.
You must earn it yourself ... Give gener-

ously your time and energy to your na-
tion and community. Give of yourself,
and make your mark."

Speaking to the Indo-Canadian
Telegram, Saran said Dhillon was well-
deserving of the honour. "When he came
to Winnipeg there were very few people
from our community but he worked con-
tinuously for the community and finally
his services are recognized,” Saran said.

Gerrard was all praise for Dhillon.
"This is a well-deserved honour,” he said.
“Mohinder made a lot of contributions to
Manitoba. His role in raising funds for the
Human Rights Museum is exemplary."

Dr. Davinder Rehsia said it was fan-
tastic that someone from his community
received this honour.

Jha said he was so happy that
Dhillon's contribution was recognized.
"I was thrilled to see Mohinder ji hon-
oured as the community's face."



