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Introduction:

In regional American studies, the Mid-Atlantic states often
signify important developments in. historical geography. Centered
close to the locus of initial American settiement, the region has
also served to illustrate countliess diffusion processes and

power; in the somber separatist chapter of the Republic's his-
a

tory, these states acted askmeetijg place-—both rhetorically and

militarily--for colliding socio-economic systems.

a prime frame of reference for many geographic studies. Histori-
cally an unparaliellied port location for the middie Appaliachians’
Great Valley production, Baltimore led Maryliand in economic and

social trends. State and regional power diminished, however,

¥
with the imposition of national hifbi)gtatus on Washington, and

and the %dpltni% )

lack of major industries has through the decades accentuated

Baltimore's importance in Maryland development.

=conomic powers has

r+

e

4

<
|

The geographic separation of poli

nonetheless been limited in its implications:; infliuence and con-
trol generated by economic decisions ensures continued impor-

(@]

i

-

tance of traditional industria

= \

ci.* Baltimore-Washington )

——GND\
e
interaction, moreover, promotes a great degree of p011¢%5X;;;;_

Baltimore's historical develiopment, tied
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social, political, and economic realms are inseparablie;
an holistic approach Marviand regional events seem rando

structuring of capital resources; locational dynamics of
power; and socio-cultural implications for these spatial
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The War Economy:

Discussion of war economies is common in modern historical

1Z3

economic expansion, 1t seems, and history has testi

"As in the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries, Baltimore's economic motor purred
at any outbreak of war and stalled at any
threat of 'disasters of the peace.'"®

Economic justifications for "war boom" economies appear

seif-evident. Militarv forays require eduipment, supplies,

iabor potential, tapped to their full limitations, find a pro-

iabor is complete: the surpiuses of which David Harvey speaks
can "accomplish socially useful tasks"* if we allow that war is

- -

indeed useful to anyone. Harvey's references to devaluation and

destruction of capital resources imply a powerful link; is it war
which enables the "overaccumulated” economy to absorb its capital

Baitimore's war economies

Locally, the concept seems valid. The city did at many
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many other cities, was reliiant on a war-stimuiated economy to

combat constant economic siumps. A case in point: Balitimore
housing construction growth was not confined to the "baby boom”
postwar vears; expansion peak éd "after the Korean War (1%54-55)
and swelled again at the height of the Vietnam War {(i1965-68})
... "% Tremendous growth of other sectors of Baltimore's non-
defense economy can likewise be documented.”
The militarv-economic relation runs deep in Maryiand,

regardiess of global worid—-economy systems. Regional expansion

J
2

initiated with Worid War II led to a redistribution of labor in

the Baltimore peripherv: "The new geography of war industry

plue-collar suburbanizat

lJ'l
e
<
141]

prepared the way for mass

collapse of central mass transit after the war."® Military

effects were, however, in sharp decliine: as the war economy w
pacified, Baltimore's capital flows began to depend upon an
evolving geographical separation of management and implementa-

tion-—apart from the relationship with Washington. Thus Baliti

~t

more's entrance into postwar capital development was determine
in large part bv choices made elisewhere--New York,
furt, and Tokyo.® The wartime emphasis of hard industry and

n left behind an unprepared economy.
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The citv found a way out, like any overspec

through diversification--and a growing population (tax base).
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And, as noted, the construction industrv mushroomed to comodate
Cper A
the kaliﬂﬂﬁlﬂg number of Baltimore natives {(as well as the
migrants). The indusitryv's twentieth centurv growth, incidenta-
11y, was based on siructures evolved from as early as the late
1800's. in that era,
",..builders could not exeri the same Iinfliuence
over the rate and location of development as do
such contemporary giants of the industry in
Marvliand as the Rouse Company or Ryland Homes....
Not one of the builders was capable of signifi-
cantly infiuencing the pattern of development
by himseif."*®
I3 builider naged to gain increased influence by lessen-

builder.** Thus the pattern emerging at the turn of the century
was one of an evolving system of spatial ntrol, based upon
residential housing developmentis The postwar construction

"explosion” was born amidst this changing industri
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The Transpori Revoiutions

The basic connectivity to all the regions of Maryland is
essential not only for economic coherence, but also for adeguate

Appalachia with the piedmont and bay

urban migration in the postwar period hel

ongoing outmig

net outmigration.
Secondary Restructure

Rebuilding the secondarv road networ

to lonce againlimprove with increased spee

>
ration to other statesg |gven toda

e areas, and the rural-
ped to balance the
V. Maryland has a

ds. Ground-based inter-
Washington Counties



Interstate Construction

The breakthrough in connectivity occurred with the opening
of the Eastern Shore to rapid automobilie traffic. The building
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cance should not be discounted. Even today, the attractive
resort gualities of the Eastern Shore, and the corresponding

number of

second bridge closer to Washington. Traffic to Annapoliis is
simply toc congested.

large-scale information and electronic management and service



dential puilders for prime aga e along the interstates outside
the city began to have a noticeable impact on Baltimore's pliann-
ing policy: not onlily were builders changing the patterns of
development, but weré indirect altering the social balances
within the heart of Baltimore. Those who could afford to move to

struction industrv's role is not to be ignored--individual buili-
ding decisions were no longer made in iscolation of entire urban
patterns.) Thus the tax base which a few decades ago expanded

with a growing popula-tion now erodes with the "departing

wealth.” The inherent contradiction is the dire need of the

downtown Baltimore are faced with a shrinking tax base with which
to fund desperately needed social programs. Attempts to tax the
surrounding counties arouse fierce debate,.

The City-County Contests

Olson identifies several aspects of Baltimore's spatial
development in the last few decades. First, she describes the

counties——-the aforementioned tax dilemma. The solution had
alwavs been to draw the line of capital investment where the



neighborhood, prosperity in anotr

Secondly, Olson points to the "resegregation by race,




Regional Counterpart:

t the southern end of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, D.
C. provides a regional counterpart to the modernization develop-

symptoms of capital evoliution as Baltimore-—--althoug

cushioned from overall economic trends The Maryiand counties
adjacent to the District are quite accustomed to iife next door
to the capital capitol; investment, emplovment, and residential

dity and migration flows led to the rise of commuter communities
on Maryland's southern fringe; today, the suburbanization of
industry and the service economy has brought about an even great-—
er popul shift, towards even more distant principalities,

massive demographic change. Howard
overwhelimingiy to mlgrafurv infiuence, contrasted with downtown

Washington or Baltimore, where the negative natur increase is

offset by the urban exodus of the more well-to-do.
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Conclusions:

;
|
%

war economy and its effect on postwar development, the suburbani-
zation shift entailed in the boom vears, and recent escalations
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