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Geography 350: An Introduction to Urban Geography
September-December 2012, 3 credits

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30-5:00, Geography R@a@m 2

Elvin K. Wyly, Associate Professor, Chair, Urbamdes Program

Office: Geography Room 252

Telephone numbers: 604 682 1750 (home), 778 806 {&2ll), 604 822 4653 (office)
Course Web Page: http://www.geog.ubc.ca/~ewylydganl

Short course description:  City systems and theories of urban location; internal spatial structure
of the city; commercial and industrial location; social areas, neighbourhood and land use
change; urban trends and public policy.

A bit more detail: We live in a rapidly urbanizing world: half df¢ world’s population now
lives in cities, and all trends point to the rigescores of multi-million “megacities” and a
dramatic increase in urban populations across Asity America, and Africa. The roster of
urban regions with more than twenty million inhabits now includes Tokyo-Yokohama, Seoul,



Mexico City, New York, Mumbai (Bombay), Delhi, aSho Pauld. In China, ten million

people move to existing cities each year, whilegbeernment plans to build more than 300
entirely new cities. China’s rapid urbanizationlwibntinue for a generation or more: only 41
percent of the population currently lives in citiedalf the urban share of the United Kingdom,
Brazil, the United States, and Candd@n a recent visit to India, UBC President Stepheape
met with China’s Minister of Human Resources, whid him that the current pace of economic
expansion would require the creation of about 880 aniversities over the next decade -- each
with 60,000 students or more. “That is 800 new WB¥th 48 million new student spaces,”
Toope reflects, in a rapidly developing and urbegizociety where the ambition is
“breathtaking ... and ... the striving, the comppetness, is insistent.”

The world’s fastest-growing city -- Lagos, Nigerias expected to double its population within
the next five years, to more than 22 millibiMeanwhile, urbanization has nearly leveled off
across most of Western Europe and North Americarevthe modern era of industrialization

first created fully urbanized societies more thareatury ago. In some cases, urbanization
seems to have slipped into reverse. In 1950, ¢ipalption of Detroit, Michigan topped 1.8
million; decline set in during the 1950s, howeard has continued ever since. Now the city is
down to 912 thousand, and loses almost five thalpaonple every year -- even as the broader
metropolitan region, with its ring of wealthy anddelie-class suburbs surrounding the distressed
central city, continues to grow at a modest pace.

Cities highlight the best and worst of everythinihey also reveal the most remarkable
contradictions of our time. Globalization blurg thid borders of nation-states with transnational
flows of money, people, goods and ideas. Yet udesmers are becomimgore important in the
face of globalization, either as control point€amplex networks of capital investment and
trade, or as meeting-points for upwardly-mobile igmants, destitute refugees, footloose
investors, maverick entrepreneurs, and tourissearch of a good time. Dot-com moguls and
venture capitalists travel between Toronto, Newkydaondon, Tokyo, Silicon Valley, and Las
Vegas to attend lavish conferences celebratinghtdohies that hold out the promise of
eliminating the hassle of traveling to expensivagested cities (like Toronto, New York,
London, Tokyo ...) for face-to-face meetings. Mehite, central bankers and trade ministers
travel from city to city to meet in fortified hoteto discuss the need for open borders for free
trade and investment, while on the other side efddrricades alliances of activists march in the
streets to protest corporate power, the destructidabor rights, and environmental degradation.
So now any city that hosts international trade mgstmust also host armadas of police,
intelligence, and security officials who keep wdttleyes and comprehensive files on the
protests and the protestérs.

! Mitchell Beazley (2008) Shapshot. London: Octopus Publishing Group, p. 35.

2 Beazley, Shapshot, p. 32, 34, 36.

3 Stephen Toope (2010). “There’s No Room for Comgatay in Today’s World. The Vancouver Sun, Op/Ed,
June 12, p. C5.

* Beazley,Shapshot, p. 34.

® U.S. Bureau of the Census (2009)rerican Factfinder. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Commerce,
available at http://factfinder.census.gov; alsotBeast Michigan Council of Governments (2002). tétisal
Population 1990-2000 by Minor Civil Division. Deit: SEMCOG.

® See, for example, Eric Lichtblau (2003). “F.Bstrutinizes Antiwar Rallies.’New York Times, November 23,
Al, A18. See also some of the press coveragesafuhe 2010 G8 and G20 conferences in Torontotetress



How do we make sense of this dizzying blur of sityries? This course provides an
introduction to theories of urban processes andrudhange. We begin with theories of the
origin, growth, and development of cities, and thenstudy their contemporary economic
functions, spatial structure, and socio-culturarelcteristics. We then turn to several current
urban debates and public policy controversies.oliginout the course, we will examine the
interplay between established or ‘classical’ theeof the city, and new efforts to understand
new processes, new problems, and new opportuniiiest current issues have an explicitly
urban dimension; many debates are impossible tpeeimend without some appreciation of
basic urban theory.

Schedule
Below is a general schedule of topics. Furtheaildeind updates are at
http://www.geog.ubc.ca/~ewyly/u200.html#schedule

Course Introduction

An Introduction to Vancouver (optional walking tyur

How Geographers Approach the City

Urban Origins and Historical Processes of Urbamnat

Cities of the European Renaissance

The Industrial City

Detroit Case Study: “I Do Mind Dying”

Theories of Urban System Development

Recent Changes in the Canadian Urban System
Canadian-U.S. Contrasts: Looking for the “Northéman City”
Analyzing and Interpreting Metropolitan Economies

Model to Plan to Market: State-Socialist and Pastidist Urban Systems
Urbanization in the Global South

Globalization and World Cities

The City as a Real-Estate Growth Machine

Housing Markets and Neighborhood Change

Social Area Analysis: Classical and Contemporary

Race, Housing, and Discourse: The Urban “Undestlas
Gentrification

Homelessness

International (2010). “NORAD to Provide G8, G2(c8ety.” UPI Newswire, June 7. Washington, DC: United
Press International.



Hong Kong, Central, with Bank of China building in center and lowert|éflarch 2010 (Elvin Wyly). “...the Bank of Chimangaged I.M. Pei --
a native of China whose father was himself a premiirbanker -- to design a new seventy-floor toweGarden Road behind the old building.

It was completed in 1989 and opened for busined9a®. At 1,209 feet (including its two mastsjvis the tallest building in Hong Kong and in
all of Asia until the Central Plaza building in Gaway Bay was completed in 1992. ... Its reflectjleess on the back side is said to hold the
image of Government House (the official abode efgbvernor) in captivity. Inthe 1990s, as thedwuer of Hong Kong loomed, the political
symbolism of this Chinese bank towering over [tha$tions of British colonial power was hard to miidsoe Ou-fan Lee (2008)City Between
Worlds: My Hong Kong. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, p. 47-48

City Rules. Kowloon Park, Hong Kong, February 2010 (Elvin Wyly

The rest of this syllabus specifies
various policies and procedure

| am very sorry for all the : RERVERE n n @ |.

detailed regulations: \Eutaand Gt

if rules are rabbits, UBC is a R me M
bunny farm. The University ha :
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numerous policies and
procedures, and one requires Opening Hours: 5:00 am - Midnight
instructors to provide as much —_—
information as possible on the
policies and procedures used i
a course. So, on the following
pages you'll find the City Rules

il R AW ME A

used |n thls course. ‘ No dogs allowed No damage of plants




Textbook

| strongly recommend that you acquire arie¢he texts listed below. They are both excellen
books, but they are also very different. Knox dMaCarthy is a comprehensive, sophisticated
and wide-ranging overview of the entire field oban geography -- but with no attention to
Canada. Bunting, Filion, and Walker offer in-depttalysis of Canadian cities -- but the book is
an edited collection of chapters by different awhaoather than a traditional textbook with a
consistent viewpoint from start to finish.

Paul Knox and Linda McCarthy (2012)rbanization: An Introduction to Urban
Geography, Third Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall. ISBN-10:
0321736435. ISBN-13: 9780321736437.
Trudi Bunting, Pierre Filion, and Ryan Walker, ed# (2010). Canadian Cities
in Transition: New Directions in the Twenty-First Century, Fourth Edition. Don
Mills, ON: Oxford University Press Canada. ISBR-19780195431254.
Textbook purchase recommended, not mandatory.
Evaluation and Marks

Course marks are based on three items:

1. Mid-term examination (multiple choice) 20 @ent

2. Independent written project | (approx. 2,50frds) 40 percent

3. Final examination (multiple choice and essay) 40 percent
Deadlines

1. Mid-term examination: Tuesday, October 2,lass.

N

Project Submission Date: Tuesday, Octobem?8ass.

w

Project Submission Date: Tuesday, Novembemldass.

4. Final examination: December examination periad projects not previously
submitted should be submitted in person at the exatian.

Projects must be submitted in person, typed on standard letter-sized paper.
Revised and resubmitted projects must be delivered in person at thefinal
examination, including the first version with TA comments aslhas the new,
revised version.

Mid-term. There are no alternate times for the mid-teroepkin documented cases of
emergency or other provisions specified in Uniugrgolicy. If you miss the exam, then submit
an additional written project.



Einal The final course examination date announcedh&yJniversity is firm and non-
negotiable. Instructors are required to submalfecourse marks promptly after the examination,
and instructors do ndtave authority to grant standing deferred. If fiod yourself in

impossible circumstances when the final arriveg,ttaone of the dedicated professionals in
your Faculty advising office. Theyave the authority grant standing deferred.

University policy allows for make-up final examimats in the case of documented schedule
conflicts -- but since University policy also matekspeedy grade submissions, this means that
makeup final examinations can only be schedulelibeginan the regular announced exam.

Projects Part of the course mark involves independent&vriwork. You can choose almost
any topic you'd like, but detailed guidance andoremendations are currently available for five
options: one involves an analysis of the changiogupational and/or industrial structure of a
metropolitan area; one allows you to study popofagains and losses among Canada’s largest
cities and smaller urban centers; one gives yoopaortunity to study the connections between
global cities; one allows you to compare and cattuaban conditions in Canada and the United
States; and another gives you a chance to invéstiga changing neighborhood patterns of
social conditions in Vancouver neighborhoods. @lines for the projects will be discussed in
class.

Please read the general guidelines on written gijat
http://www.geog.ubc.ca/~ewyly/guidelines.html

The written project submission dates are optitnélfirm If you'd like comments on the
strengths and weaknesses of your thinking andngtitve’re happy to provide detailed feedback
and suggestions -- but only for those who meespeeified deadlines. Our Teaching Assistant
will provide detailed comments on projects subnditbe time, and the marked papers will be
returned within one week. There is no penaltystadsmitting projects late. Submissions will be
accepted any time until the course final examimatiBut late submissions will be graded late,
with only a numerical score -- no detailed comments

For essays submitted on time in one of the in-aliessllines, if you are not satisfied with your
mark, you mayevise and resubmit’ your essay at the course final examination feeasd
review. Scholarship is a process, and it's alsoreversation. The detailed comments provided
by the TA on your first submission offer you thgpoptunity to revise your work -- to re-read
scholarly sources to gain a better understandirkgpfissues, to re-think your analyses and
interpretations, or to improve your writing skill©ur Teaching Assistant reads and marks all
first submissions; | read and mark all re-submissiolf you re-submit a project, your mark will
be the highest score of your first and revised ssfions. If you choose to revise and resubmit,
you must include the marked copy of your first submission when you turn in your revision,

in person, typed on standard letter-sized paper, at the beginning of the final examination.
Staplethefirst submission behind your revised, new submission.

" Please do not overlook the first part of the plrds previous years, some students just re-stiminiiapers,
without making any changes whatsoever, in the htigd would be an easier mark than the T.A. Thisot a
good idea.Revise your paper, considering the T.A.’s comments, goastiand recommendations. Teaching,
learning, and scholarship can all be understoddrass ofconversation.



Other Policies and Procedures

Here are some of the other specific policies thavéfsity encourages on course outlines.
Regular attendance is expected. Do not make teaxehgements for December until the final
examination schedule is announced by the Univerditye University accommodates students
with disabilities who have registered with the Didiies Resource Centre. The University
accommodates students whose religious obligation8iict with attendance, submitting
assignments, or completing scheduled tests andieatdomns. Please let the instructor know in
advance, preferably in the first week of clasgpifi will require any accommodation on these
grounds. Students who plan to be absent for yaaitietics, family obligations, or other similar
commitments, cannot assume they will be accommdda®ease review the UBC Calendar
“Academic regulations” for the university policiea academic dishonesty, and visit
www.arts.ubc.ca for useful information on correstdmentation and avoiding plagiarism.
Violations of academic integrity will result in sene sanctions.

Now let’s translate this bureaucrateddy job is play a small role in expanding your education

in the Arts, by showing you a bit of the scope aigphificance of the interdisciplinary field of
urban studies, and by inspiring and revealing tiileamt urbanist that can be found deep in your
soul. Your job is to help me to do my job. Please do your begit to class on time, and if
you're late, come in quietly through the back doBtease turn off any disruptive technological
distractions. | love it when my lectures are inieted by interesting questions from real, live
human beings -- but I'm not so thrilled about b& telectronic beeps and rings that are constantly
invading our lives. To cut through our informatisaturated environment, | ask for your most
valuable possession: your attention. Please ¢orolass, and pay attention in a thoroughly
low-tech, non-distance-education way. UBC is mooa-line university’ | will make a number

of materials available on the course web site plrase daot regard these as substitutes for
attendance. The best way to know what happeneldss is to be there. The second-best way is
to ask someone you know, and whose judgment y@eceswho was there.

Welcome to Urban Geography!

| think that's all the detailed rules and regulatio If you've read this far, | am truly very sorry

for all the bureaucratic and legalistic stuff. Rgaionest, | am an easygoing person, and | just
love urban stuff and hope to get you excited alidab. Urban geography is fascinating and
engaging, and this class is pretty easy if wealbdr jobs properly. The syllabus has become so
detailed and strident because, over the yearsssileout students have asked ever more detailed

8 Yet. Cf. http://www.phoenix.edu. The Vancouverision, established in 1998, is their first intational campus.
Their combination of on-campus and on-line resarsealled FlexNet®. My combination of in-persnteraction
and on-line resources is called Common Sense, liand not yet applied for trademark protectioray$tined. Be
forewarned, however, if the University of Phoenicaeeds with its heavy advertising budgets in awing you to
pursue your studies there. Not long ago, Johnli@gePhoenix’s chief executive, summed up theissian: “This
is a corporation, not a social entity. Coming heneot a rite of passage. We are not trying teelig [students’]
value systems or go in for that ‘expand their mibdlishit.” Quoted in Terri A. Hasseler (2006)-dmenting
Dissent on Campus.Academe, May-June, 20-23, quote on p. 21.

® Among the most frequently asked questions is, ‘IDidss anything in last class?” or, even moreausiy, “Did |
miss anythingmportant in last class?” Turn to your left, and introdyoeirself. Turn to your right, and introduce
yourself. Share contact information, and if yowssnilass, ask them for notes, advice, and suggsstio



guestions, or devised ever more creative excuselsuf'it wason time! | was on a plane, and
we crossed the International Date Line, and ...").

One more thing: the first five minutes of evergtige are yours, if you want them. Perhaps
you’ve recently visited another city, and you t@ghotograph of something that illustrates one
of the theories and processes we’re studying ssclderhaps you've stumbled across a news
story that merits discussion or raises questidet.me know before class begins, and you can
take a few minutes to share interesting items eattryone in the class.



