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A Research Agenda for Cities

Elgar Research Agendas

Edited by John Rennie Short, Professor, School of Public Policy,
University of Maryland, Baltimore County, US

Elgar Research Agendas outline the future of research in a given area.
Leading scholars are given the space to explore their subject in
provocative ways, and map out the potential directions of travel. They
are relevant but also visionary.

This book provides a critical assessment of key areas of urban
scholarship. In twelve stimulating chapters, expert contributors examine
a range of important pressing topics from sustainability and gentrification to feminist interventions
and globalization to security and food issues. Six more regionally informed expert reviews examine
recent urban research in sub-Saharan Africa, South America, East Asia, the Middle East, Australia
and Eastern Europe. The chapters provide polemical assessments and signposts for future
research. The book will be an indispensable and accessible guide to urban research across the
globe.

‘Where are we now – and where are we going in research on cities? What are the pressing issues
and how should we approach and understand them? This book is lively, challenging and offers
novel points of theoretical and empirical departure for its exploration of the urban moment. It
ranges across food, feminism and surveillance and encompasses Brazil, China and the Middle
East. The collection succeeds in having a generally consistent style – relaxed, critical and nicely
nuanced in its suggestion of new research questions.’
– Ray Forrest, University of Bristol, UK and City University of Hong Kong
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