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Global War: World War II 

Geography of Conflict 

• Liberal states (dominant core powers) 

– United States 

– Great Britain 

• Fascist states (non-dominant core) 

– Germany 

– Japan 

– Italy 

– Spain 

• Socialist state (USSR) 

• Colonies/neo-colonies 

Causes of World War II 

• Heavy German reparations after World 

War I (Treaty of Versailles) 

• Effects of global depression 

• Protectionist measures 

• Nationalism 

• Rise of fascism in struggle with Left 

• Inter-imperial struggle 
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Some major events in World War II 
• 1931: Japan invades Manchuria 

• 1935-41: Italy invades Ethiopia  

• 1936-39: Spanish civil war 

• 1937-45: Japan attacks China 

• 1939: Germany invades Poland 

• 1940: Germany invades France; Italy begins 
campaign in North Africa 

• 1941: Japan bombs Pearl Harbor, bringing 
US into war; Germany invades U.S.S.R. 

• 1944: European war turns against Germany 

• 1945: Atomic bombs dropped on Japan 

Harold Lasswell on propaganda 

 “A point to be remembered by the working 
propagandist is that Liberal and middle-class people 
are likely to give their approval to war aims of a 
political or juristic character.”  

 

 “The justification of war can proceed more smoothly if 
the hideous aspects of the war business are 
screened from public gaze.” 

 

- Propaganda Technique in the World War (1927)  

 

Eisenhower on the bomb 

 “…I had been conscious of a feeling of 
depression and so I voiced to [Stimson] my 
grave misgivings, first on the basis of my 
feeling that Japan was already defeated and 
that dropping the bomb was completely 
unnecessary, and secondly because I 
thought that our country should avoid 
shocking world opinion by the use of a 
weapon whose employment was, I thought, 
no longer mandatory to save American lives. 
It was my belief that Japan was at the very 
moment seeking some way to surrender with 
a minimum loss of „face.‟” 

- Cited in Alperovitz (1995: 4) 
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Consequences of World War II 

• Civilian deaths: ~30 million 

• Military deaths: ~20 million 

• Social and political transformations 

– Collapse of fascist regimes 

– Rise of US to global dominance 

– Partitioning of Europe 

– Partitioning of Korea 

– Strengthening of Communist Parties and 

national independence movements 

– Increased Jewish migration to Palestine 

The creation of the United 

Nations system (1945) 

• General Assembly (51 members at 

inception in 1945)  

• Security Council (15 members, created 

in 1946) 

– 5 permanent members (US, Great Britain, 

France, China, USSR) 

– 10 elected members 

Creation of Bretton Wood 

institutions (1945) 

• The International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development (the 

World Bank) 

• The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

• The International Trade Organization 

(rejected by US Congress, substituted 

for by General Agreement on Trade and 

Tariffs) 
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